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23 TOP MISSION DISTRICT EATERIES HELP PAVE KIDSÕ WAY TO COLLEGE 

THROUGH “FOOD FOR THOUGHT” DINE-OUT EVENT 
Mission Graduates’  Annual  Fundraiser Cal ls Upon Community to  

 Eat Local & Act Local on November 11t h  2009  
 
October 23, 2009, San Francisco, CA – On Wednesday, November 11th, 2009, 23 of the Mission District’s top 
restaurants will donate a portion of their sales to Mission Graduates, a non-profit organization that increases the 
number of Mission District youth who are prepared for and complete a college education. The inaugural ÒFood 
For ThoughtÓ dine-out event asks restaurant-goers to simply do what they love to do – eat – while giving them 
the opportunity to support children and families in the Mission District.  The diverse collection of participating 
restaurants, including Bar Bambino, Little Star, Range, Mission Beach CafŽ, Maverick, and Farina makes it easy 
for solo diners and groups of all sizes to find their ideal venue.  And thanks to these local businessÕ generous 
commitment of 25% - 100% of sales, dining out on November 11th will be an especially meaningful occasion.  
Guests will also be treated to some surprises, as one-of-a-kind raffle prizes, like a one-week vacation in San 
Miguel de Allende, Mexico (airfare for two included), will be on offer at all participating restaurants. 
 
ÒFood For ThoughtÓ offers chefs and restaurateurs a unique opportunity to make a direct and positive impact on 
their surrounding community.  Says Owner/Sommelier Michael Pierce, ÒWe!ve always thought of Maverick as a 
true neighborhood restaurant, especially when it comes to giving back to our local community.  Mission 
Graduates helps some of the neediest residents of in the Mission District, so we!re delighted to dedicate the 
evening to supporting their work.!  
 
Mission Graduates programs include “The Tutoring CenterÓ for kids ages 5-11, ÒBeyond the BellÓ academic 
support for youth in grades 6-8, social/educational initiatives to help combat teen pregnancy, the multi-year 
“College Connect” program that guides first generation college-bound high school students through every step of 
the application process and beyond, and “Outdoor Challenge,” where participants learn vital leadership and 
outdoor living skills on trips outside of the city (many for the first time).   ÒOur vision is to transform the 
communities to ones in which college becomes the expectation for low-income families, rather than the 
exception,” says Jeff Feinman, Executive Director of Mission Graduates. 
 
Reservations can be made directly through the restaurants themselves and through OpenTable.com.   
 
For more information on Mission Graduates: 
http://www.missiongraduates.org 
 
“Food For ThoughtÓ (including list of participating restaurants):  
http://www.missiongraduates.org/foodforthought/ 
	
  


